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one of the greatest entertainers of our time. 
Known for his silky-smooth vocals and electri-
fying showmanship, Gerald was adored the 
world over and will truly be missed. He was a 
son of the 11th Congressional District of Ohio. 

Born in Philadelphia on July 13, 1966 and 
raised in Cleveland, Gerald is the son of leg-
endary singer Eddie Levert of The O’Jays and 
Martha Levert. Gerald was exposed to music 
at an early age, traveling with his father’s 
band regularly. While attending Shaker 
Heights High School, Gerald formed the group 
LeVert along with his brother Sean and friend 
Mark Gordon. The group would go on to 
record seven albums, four of which were cer-
tified platinum. The albums yielded such mem-
orable hits as ‘‘Pop, Pop Goes My Mind,’’ 
‘‘Casanova,’’ and ‘‘ABC–123.’’ 

In 1991, Gerald launched his solo career 
with the album Private Line which went on to 
be #1 on the R&B charts. It was during this 
time that he began writing and producing 
songs for other artists including Stephanie 
Mills, James Ingram, Teddy Pendergrass, and 
even The O’Jays. Gerald earned a Grammy 
nomination for his work on Barry White’s 1995 
hit ‘‘Practice What You Preach,’’ and helped 
launch the careers of many Cleveland-area 
R&B groups including Men At Large and the 
Rude Boyz. 

Some of Gerald’s most memorable works 
were his collaborations with his father Eddie 
Levert. In 1992 they recorded the #1 R&B sin-
gle ‘‘Baby Hold On To Me’’ and later in 1995 
recorded the album Father & Son which 
topped the R&B charts. Gerald and Eddie al-
lowed the old school generation and the hip- 
hop generation to have a meeting of the 
minds that ultimately produced beautiful music 
for all to enjoy. 

Affectionately known as the ‘‘teddy bear’’ of 
the music industry, Gerald carried himself with 
a gentle kindness. He always would greet you 
with a smile and was a friend to all he en-
countered. News reports of Gerald’s death 
talked about his recent trip to South Africa 
with his father. They reported that he and his 
father were well received throughout the coun-
try and treated like kings. Gerald was our king 
and his legacy of love and zest for life will for-
ever live in our hearts. 

On behalf of the Congress of the United 
States and the citizens of the 11th Congres-
sional District of Ohio, I would like to offer my 
sincerest condolences to the family and 
friends of Gerald Levert. On a personal note, 
I cherish the times I was in cities when he was 
on the road and Gerald recognized me as his 
Congresswoman and gave me my own teddy 
bear. I also will never forget the last time we 
spent together in New York during the induc-
tion of The O’Jays into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame and Museum. 
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Judge George P. Kazen as a recipient 
of the 2006 Longhorn Legacy Awards, given 
to him on October 5th, 2006 by the Laredo 
Chapter of the University of Texas Ex-Stu-
dents Association. 

Judge Kazen received his law degree with 
honors from the University of Texas School of 
Law in 1961, and thus began a long, accom-
plished career in law. Shortly after graduation, 
he served a term as a briefing attorney for the 
Texas Supreme Court, entered the United 
States Air Force as a JAG officer, and was 
awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal 
in 1965. He returned back to the city of La-
redo in 1965 where he practiced law until he 
was appointed by President Jimmy Carter to 
become United States District Judge in 1979 
for the Southern District of Texas. The South-
ern District of Texas includes divisions in 
Houston, Galveston, Victoria, Laredo, Corpus 
Christi, McAllen, and Brownsville. Judge 
Kazen also is a member of the FISA Court 
based in Washington, DC. 

He has received a number of accolades and 
awards such as the Dean Leon Green Award 
from the Texas Law Review Association in 
1998, the Samuel Pessarra Award for Out-
standing Jurist from the Texas Bar Association 
in 2004, and the Mr. South Texas Award in 
2000. He is extensively involved in several 
legal and civic organizations such as the Fifth 
Circuit District Judges’ Association, the Laredo 
Civic Music Association, the Boys and Girls 
Club of Laredo, and the St. Augustine-Ursuline 
Board. He served as a member of the Laredo 
Community College Board of Trustees from 
1972 to 1979 and has lectured at various legal 
and judicial seminars throughout the country. 

Judge Kazen has been married to the won-
derful Barbara Ann Kazen for 44 years since 
1962 and has four children and seven grand-
children. He is a member of the Blessed Sac-
rament Church, where he is president of the 
Parish Council and is a lector and eucharistic 
minister. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to recognize the dedication of Judge 
George P. Kazen to the city of Laredo and to 
promoting the University of Texas at Austin as 
one of its most accomplished alumni mem-
bers. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Carl Jameson, a distinguished 
citizen of Brooklyn, NY. It behooves us to pay 
tribute to this outstanding man and I hope my 
colleagues will join me in recognizing his im-
pressive service. 

Mr. Jameson retired after 24 years of serv-
ice as a police officer with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority. He served in the 
United States Marine Corps from 1960 to 
1970. While serving, Mr. Jameson was called 
upon to provide instruction and enlist men in 
the physical therapy programs. Mr. Jameson 
was also heavily involved with the All-Marine 
Judo Team. He toured 22 countries as captain 
of the team and received his second degree 
black belt in 1969. For the past 18 years, Mr. 
Jameson has been participating in the New 
York State Police Olympics. He has won sev-
eral bronze and silver medals for cycling and 
track and field. In 1974, Mr. Jameson started 
the Union United Methodist Self Defense 
School. By 1985, he had awarded 150 black 

belts to students. This community outreach 
program was started to foster good minds and 
strong bodies for local youth. Mr. Jameson 
currently serves as the Imperial director of the 
Imperial Bicycle Department of the Prince Hall 
Masonic Temple. 

Mr. Jameson is currently employed as a 
customs enforcement officer with the United 
States Customs Border Protection. He has 
also volunteered extensively with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency on search 
and recovery missions. Mr. Jameson has 
worked in the Disaster Recovery Centers of 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Mississippi and Ala-
bama in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 

Born in Brooklyn, NY, Carl Jameson is a 
product of the New York public school system 
and he remains a part of the Brooklyn commu-
nity today. Mr. Jameson received his asso-
ciate in applied science degree in physical 
therapy from LaGuardia Community College 
and his bachelor of arts degree from the Col-
lege of New Rochelle. He also did post-bacca-
laureate work at Queens College. 

Mr. Jameson is a member of Greater Mt. 
Pleasant Baptist Church, where he serves as 
a trustee and member of three choirs. Mr. 
Jameson has been married to his lovely wife 
Ella for the past 43 years and is the proud fa-
ther of four. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the work of Carl 
Jameson. His deep commitment to service 
and community makes him most worthy of our 
recognition today. 
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Frank Lloyd Wright 
Preservation Trust. The American Association 
of Museums recently conferred accreditation 
on the Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust. 
Accreditation is a prestigious honor; it is the 
highest national recognition of a museum’s 
commitment to professional museum stand-
ards, accountability, public service, and excel-
lence in education. 

The Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust 
works tirelessly to preserve both Wright’s 
home and studio as well as the Frederick C. 
Robie House, arguably one of Wright’s most 
significant architectural works. Frank Lloyd 
Wright was one of the most influential archi-
tects of the 20th century and one of the most 
prominent American architects of all time. The 
Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust pro-
vides a great service to the people of my con-
gressional district, the Seventh District of Illi-
nois. 

Mr. Speaker, I once again would like to ex-
tend my sincerest congratulations and thanks 
to the Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust 
for all of their hard work and recent accredita-
tion. 
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